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Joint Statement by Vice-President Jourova and Commissioner Reynders
ahead of Data Protection Day

Brussels, 27 January 2020

"Data is becoming increasingly important for our economy and for our daily lives. With the roll-out of
5G and uptake of the Artificial Intelligence and Internet of Things technologies, personal data will be in
abundance and with potential uses we probably can't imagine. While this offers amazing opportunities,
some cases show that robust rules are needed to address clear risks for individuals and for our
democracies. In Europe we know that strong data protection rules are not a luxury, but a necessity.

In the EU we have proudly become a global reference point for strong data protection rules, based on
enforceable rights and independent and robust enforcement.

20 months after the entry into application of the landmark General Data Protection Regulation, we see
that the GDPR has acted as a catalyst to put data protection at the centre of many of the on-going
policy debates. It is a cornerstone of the European approach underpinning several political priorities of
the new Commission promoting a human centric approach to Artificial Intelligence and other digital
technologies. European Data Protection rules will therefore be a foundation and inspiration for the
success of key initiatives in artificial intelligence, health or mobility to name just a few.

Citizens have become more aware of their rights and businesses are increasingly making use of their
data protection credentials as an argument vis-a-vis their customers. Thanks to data protection
awareness raising campaigns, over 1.7 million businesses and citizens visited the web guidance on the
new rules in 2019 developed by the Commission. According to Eurobarometer results, the highest
levels of awareness among citizens are recorded for the right to access their own data (65%), the right
to correct the data if they are wrong (61%), the right to object to receiving direct marketing (59%)
and the right to have their own data deleted (57%).

However, our priority and that of everyone involved should be to foster a harmonised and consistent
implementation of data protection rules throughout the EU.

The work of data protection authorities, working together and coordinating their action within the
European Data Protection Board, is essential. It is important that Member States provide them with the
necessary human, financial and technical resources. From the Commission's side, we will also continue
supporting them with EU funding.

Data protection authorities have already taken a series of enforcement decisions. Major investigations
with a cross-border dimension, affecting individuals in many Member States, are ongoing. Decisions on
these cases are expected in the coming months. But there is a need to step up enforcement notably by
enhancing cooperation among data protection authorities. Vigorous and harmonised enforcement is a
prerequisite for the effective protection of personal data.

The evaluation of the GDPR that the Commission will issue in spring will provide the opportunity to
assess its application, in particular as regards international transfers and the consistency and
cooperation mechanism between data protection authorities. It will also clarify certain aspects of the
GDPR.

The demand for privacy is not limited to Europe. The GDPR has inspired a growing number of laws
around the world and is becoming a global standard. Building on the successful example of the mutual
adequacy with Japan, the Commission will further intensify its international engagement to promote
safe data flows."

Background

In 2006, the Council of Europe launched a Data Protection Day to be celebrated each year on 28
January.

The General Data Protection Regulation has been applying since 25 May 2018. In July 2019, the
Commission published Communication taking stock of the implementation of the Regulation. It is
providing grants to data protection authorities to co-finance their reaching out to stakeholders, in
particular individuals and small and medium size enterprises.



https://ec.europa.eu/info/priorities/justice-and-fundamental-rights/data-protection/2018-reform-eu-data-protection-rules/eu-data-protection-rules_en

In January 2017, the Commission adopted a Communication on the international aspects of privacy,
which set out the EU strategy in the field of international data flows and protection. The adoption of the
mutual EU-Japan mutual adequacy decision is an important result of this strategy. Since February
2019, it allows personal data to flow freely and safely between the two economies on the basis of
strong data protection guarantees. The Commission is at an advanced stage in negotiating an
adequacy decision with South Korea.

For More Information
Stock-taking Communication taking stock of the GDPR implementation (July 2019)

Special Eurobarometer 487a: The General Data Protection Regulation (June 2019)
Web guidance on EU data protection rules

Factsheet Take Control of your Virtual Identity

Call for proposals to Data Protection Authorities on reaching out to stakeholders on the new data
protection legislation

STATEMENT/20/120

Press contacts:

Christian WIGAND (+32 2 296 22 53)
Guillaume MERCIER (+32 2 298 05 64)

General public inquiries: Europe Direct by phone 00 800 67 89 10 11 or by email



https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEMO_17_15
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_19_421
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/priorities/justice-and-fundamental-rights/data-protection/2018-reform-eu-data-protection-rules/eu-data-protection-rules_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/virtual_idenitity_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/rec-rdat-trai-ag-2019
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/rec-rdat-trai-ag-2019
mailto:Christian.WIGAND@ec.europa.eu
mailto:Guillaume.MERCIER@ec.europa.eu
http://europa.eu/contact/
http://europa.eu/contact/call-us/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/contact/write-to-us/index_en.htm

	Joint Statement by Vice-President Jourová and Commissioner Reynders ahead of Data Protection Day

