
 

 

 
 
European Cooperation Day 
 
European Cooperation Day is the annual celebration of territorial cooperation in Europe 
(Interreg) and its achievements. It takes place every year, on or around 21 September, and in 
2021 it celebrated its tenth edition.  
 
 
Where did this work start? 
 
The idea of European Cooperation Day came from the desire to celebrate the contribution of 
cooperation in and beyond Europe. The goal was to get out of the Euro-bubble and the events 
and structures that could effectively reach engaged stakeholders, but struggled to reach 
beyond them. From initial discussions, the concept was further explored by Interact with 
interested programmes at a special meeting in Budapest on 26 May 2011. The proposal was 
developed over the summer and shared with programmes in November. The overall concept 
was a framework and support to be provided by Interact, with local celebrations organised by 
programmes themselves to take place in September 2012. 
 
The idea was for open events and activities of interest to the general public and media. Early 
events included concerts in community spaces with performers from two sides of a border 
playing together. Over the years, the concept developed further, and during the COVID-19 
pandemic, the campaign took on the digital challenge, and through new approaches and 
ideas reached out to more people than ever before.  
 
 
What are the benefits/advantages this offers cooperation stakeholders? 
 
The main advantage of the Cooperation Day campaign is that it offers a celebration of the 
cross-border features of Interreg’s work – the uniqueness of Interreg. While the ‘EU in my 
Region’ campaigns have become ever more effective at connecting people with EU funded 
projects in their area, Cooperation Day remains a distinct celebration of how Interreg, 
European Territorial Cooperation programmes, works across borders to bring different people 
together and celebrate our unity. 
 
For Interreg programmes and cooperation stakeholders, Interact offers the campaign 
structure and guidance. A website provides a home for all the events, and provides 
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coordination support throughout the campaign. Templates and promotional materials 
support the programmes to offer events cost effectively, and within a framework that is 
matched all over Europe.  
 
The coordination enables hundreds of events to reach thousands of people with a common 
theme, like Youth, Neighbours, ‘The future of Europe’ and more. The popularity of the 
campaign shows through the participation of more than 30 countries, and the organisation of 
around 100 events per year.  
 
The reach of the campaign has expanded through the pandemic. While festivals, cultural 
events and sporting activities were often used to create physical events, the movement 
online saw an exponential growth in the types and number of events offered. This also 
opened a new direction for the campaign in creating template social media videos to support 
the publicity of locally organised events. 
 
Through the effective cooperation of programmes and the growth of online events and social 
media, Cooperation Day has been able to reach more people than ever before. 
 
 
How does this impact citizens, people living in the areas affected? 
 
The European Cooperation Day campaign is one of Interact’s most public offerings. The 
framework of the campaign enables Interact to also celebrate its contribution to the lives of 
citizens, even if our contribution is more likely in the form of administrative capacity building.  
 
Connecting the general public and Interreg, as well as wider awareness of EU funding 
remains a key challenge for everyone involved in cohesion funds. Cooperation Day offers a 
coordinated, pan-European talking moment in the autumn. Deliberately aimed outside the EU 
bubble, and with unique features that make it interesting and exciting to be involved in. 
 
Events organised under the Cooperation Day umbrella include hikes, concerts, food festivals, 
a medieval festival, exhibitions, sport festivals, photo contests, exhibitions, craft fairs, tree 
plantings, joint cookery days, birdwatching, film festivals, street art, bike rides and more. 
 
 
Looking ahead, when Interact is 25 years old (2027) where could this work take Interreg? 
 
The main change coming for Cooperation Day is the movement to become Interreg Day. 
Cooperation included more forms of cooperation than just Interreg, but with the expansion of 
Interreg, we want to reflect the unique character of cooperation across borders, both within 
and outside the EU. 
 
As ever, the goal of Cooperation Day, or Interreg Day, will be to keep connecting people with 
EU funding and Interreg. Through new technology and innovation, backed by digital outreach, 
Interreg Day could start already at the point that EC Day has built to, from 10 million people 
reached in 10 years, to 10 million people reached every year. 


