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contribution of information and communication technologies to the development of education, 
science and culture and the construction of a knowledge society”; 

(b)  to evaluate and monitor the implementation, as well as assess the impact of the various projects; 
(c)  to ensure intersectoral cooperation within UNESCO and coordination with other United Nations 

agencies and funds in order to enhance the coherence and learning process in the execution of 
approved projects; 

(d)  to allocate for this purpose an amount of $1,500,000 for programme costs. 

52 Follow up to the World Summit on the Information Society1 

The General Conference, 
Recalling 166 EX/Decision 3.5.1 and 170 EX/Decision 4.1, paragraph 94, 
Reiterating its support of the concept of building knowledge societies along with four key principles, 

namely: freedom of expression, quality education for all, universal access to information and 
knowledge, and respect for cultural and linguistic diversity, consistent with the outcome of the 
second phase of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) (Tunis, Tunisia, 
16-18 November 2005), 

1. Congratulates the Director-General on the prompt action undertaken to implement those parts of the 
WSIS Plan of Action that fall under UNESCO’s competence, and on having organized the four 
thematic meetings for WSIS; 

2. Requests the Director-General to continue planning activities under document 33 C/5, in all Major 
Programmes, as appropriate, by taking into account the WSIS Plan of Action and the conclusions 
of the UNESCO thematic meetings for WSIS; 

3. Encourages the Director-General to ensure high visibility of UNESCO and its principles at the Summit 
meeting in Tunis through the organization of parallel events and a UNESCO exhibit; 

4. Requests the Director-General to ensure that the UNESCO World Report: Towards Knowledge 
Societies is widely promoted during the Summit meeting in Tunis and after that Summit; 

5. Encourages the Director-General to continue to involve governments and other stakeholders 
(e.g. IGOs, NGOs, private sector, civil society) closely in the WSIS process and to promote multi-
stakeholder partnerships; 

6. Endorses the conclusion of the Task Force on Financial Mechanisms referring to the central 
responsibility of governments for coordinating financing of ICT programmes, and recommends 
further cross-sectoral and cross institutional coordination on the part of both donors and recipients 
within the national framework; 

7. Endorses the Director-General’s approach to the implementation of and follow-up to the WSIS 
outcomes, stressing in particular: 

(a) UNESCO’s mandate and competence to act as a facilitator for the implementation of the action 
lines: “Access to information and knowledge”, “Capacity-building”, “E-learning and e-science 
(under ‘ICT applications’)”, “Cultural diversity and identity, linguistic diversity and local 
content”, “Media”, and “Ethical dimensions of the information society”; 

(b) the prominent roles of UNESCO and the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) in the 
coordination of the implementation of the WSIS Plan of Action, both at the action line level, and 
as needed in any overarching coordination mechanism or process and/or at the United Nations 
inter-agency level; 

8. Requests the Director-General to report on the implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the 
Summit and UNESCO’s action and activities in that area to the General Conference at its 
34th session, through the Executive Board; 

9. Encourages Member States to participate actively, at the highest possible level, in the Summit meeting 
in Tunis. 

53 Commemoration of the 25th anniversary of the adoption of the Recommendation for the 
Safeguarding and Preservation of Moving Images and proclamation of the World Day for 
Audiovisual Heritage1 

The General Conference, 
Noting with satisfaction the activities of UNESCO in the area of raising public awareness of the need to 

safeguard and preserve cultural heritage, and considering that an irreplaceable part of this heritage 

 
1. Resolution adopted on the report of Commission V at its 19th plenary meeting, on 20 October 2005. 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000130244_eng.nameddest=3.5.1
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000137349_eng.nameddest=4.1
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000144964_eng
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is represented by audiovisual documents, in the widest sense of this term, called for the purposes 
of this resolution “audiovisual heritage”, 

Considering that the different items of audiovisual heritage as well as its entirety constitute an important 
and often unique testimony to the economic, political and social development, the evolution of 
education, scientific knowledge, and diversity of cultures of different nations and communities, as 
well as to the evolution of nature and the universe and to other phenomena, 

Considering that numerous items of this audiovisual heritage constitute an expression of the cultural 
identity of nations, communities, groups and individuals, 

Considering that audiovisual heritage can play a positive role in enhancing the mutual knowledge of 
nations and communities, and that it can contribute extensively to the education and enrichment of 
each human being, 

Stressing that the safeguarding and preservation of audiovisual heritage is in the interest of the freedom of 
opinion and expression, and the right to information, recognized as an essential part of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms established by existing international instruments relating to 
human rights, in the interest of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and 
also in the interest of the need to strengthen peace and cooperation, naturally while respecting the 
legitimate position of copyright holders and holders of neighbouring rights, as well as of all 
holders of other rights in respect of items of the audiovisual heritage, 

Also considering that the original supports on which this heritage is often fixed and the methods of its 
fixation make this heritage very vulnerable, and that its safeguarding for future generations is 
therefore under threat, 

Appreciating the results attained by specialized bodies in the development of appropriate new methods for 
the safeguarding and preservation of supports containing this heritage, while realizing that much 
work remains to be done, in particular with regard to promoting public awareness and recognition 
of the significance of audiovisual heritage, and increasing capabilities for action by the specialized 
institutions responsible for its preservation, 

Noting that the General Conference has already adopted a series of international instruments relating to the 
safeguarding and preservation of audiovisual heritage, in particular the Convention for the 
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, the Convention on the Means of 
Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural 
Property, the Recommendation on the Protection of Movable Cultural Property, the 
Recommendation for the Safeguarding and Preservation of Moving Images, and the Charter on the 
Preservation of Digital Heritage, 

Commemorating the 25th anniversary of the adoption of the Recommendation for the Safeguarding and 
Preservation of Moving Images by the General Conference of UNESCO at its 21st session, on 
27 October 1980, and noting with satisfaction the positive impact thereof on the safeguarding of an 
essential part of the audiovisual heritage, 

Considering that a global action for the promotion of the audiovisual heritage can provide recognition and 
important new stimuli to national, regional and international efforts in favour of the preservation of 
this heritage for future generations, 

Further considering that the proclamation of a World Day for Audiovisual Heritage would be one of the 
most effective ways of undertaking such an action, 

1. Proclaims 27 October World Day for Audiovisual Heritage; 
2. Invites UNESCO Member States, National Commissions, non-governmental organizations, public and 

private institutions (schools, archives, museums, cultural associations, festival organizers and 
associations of creative and performing artists, and other institutions capable of enhancing public 
awareness and recognition of the significance of this heritage) to envisage appropriate forms of 
celebration on this Day, and to contribute, each according to their means; 

3. Requests the Director-General to encourage initiatives at the national, regional and international levels 
for the celebration of this Day. 

54 Establishment of a system of reports by Member States to the General Conference on 
measures taken to implement the Recommendation concerning the Promotion and Use of 
Multilingualism and Universal Access to Cyberspace1 

The General Conference, 
Recalling the adoption, at its 32nd session, of the Recommendation concerning the Promotion and Use of 

Multilingualism and Universal Access to Cyberspace, 

 
1. Resolution adopted on the report of Commission V at its 19th plenary meeting, on 20 October 2005. 
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