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EN 

Instrument for financial support for border 
management and visas 2021-2027 

In the context of the 2021-2027 Multiannual Financial Framework and the need for support to Member States in 
managing the EU’s common external borders, the European Commission adopted a proposal to establish an 
instrument for financial support for border management and visas under the proposed Integrated Border 
Management Fund. The European Parliament is due to vote at second reading during the July plenary session 
on the agreed text resulting from interinstitutional negotiations.  

European Commission proposal  
As a component of its 2018 proposal for an Integrated Border Management Fund (IBMF) under the 2021-
2027 MFF to support Member States in managing the EU’s common external borders, the Commission 
proposed an instrument on border management and visas. It aims to ensure that EU financial resources are 
distributed proportionately to the most affected Member States, to assist them in building up sufficient 
capacity to secure EU borders. It will also continue to compensate Lithuania for the transit visa fees it 
foregoes due to the special facilitated transit scheme (for transit to and from Kaliningrad). The instrument 
would enable Member States to cover the costs of replacing and upgrading equipment and IT systems, as 
well as training and operational costs, and to purchase multipurpose equipment for maritime surveillance 
and therefore maximise synergies in this latter area. The instrument would also establish a new 'single rule 
book', and ensure better guidance of control systems and audit requirements. Moreover, it would operate 
in conjunction with the proposed Asylum and Migration Fund (AMF), supporting national authorities in 
receiving asylum applicants and migrants arriving on EU territory, and the new Internal Security Fund (ISF) 
tackling terrorism and radicalisation, organised crime and cybercrime, and assisting and protecting victims 
of crime. As regards third countries, the instrument would target support at developing cooperation with 
them and reinforcing key aspects of their border surveillance and border management capabilities in areas 
of interest to the Union’s migration policy and security objectives.  

European Parliament position 
The Parliament adopted its first-reading position on 13 March 2019, on the basis of a report from the 
Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE). Parliament's amendments focused on 
ensuring the instrument's compliance with fundamental rights, fair treatment of third-country nationals, 
the right to asylum and international protection, and Member States' obligations to assist persons in 
distress under international maritime law. Following the LIBE committee's decision to open 
interinstitutional negotiations in October 2019, a provisional agreement was reached between the 
co-legislators on 10 December 2020. Further work resulted in a final compromise text endorsed by Coreper, 
for the Council, on 24 February 2021 and then by the LIBE committee on 1 March 2021. The Council adopted 
its first-reading position on 14 June 2021. Parliament now needs to formally adopt the text at second 
reading, with the vote scheduled during the June II plenary session, on the basis of a recommendation from 
the LIBE committee. 

Recommendation for second reading: 2018/0249(COD); 
Committee responsible: LIBE; Rapporteur: Tanja Fajon (S&D, 
Slovenia).    

 

mailto:eprs@ep.europa.eu
http://www.eprs.ep.parl.union.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank
http://epthinktank.eu/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52018PC0473
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-0176_EN.html
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/12/16/home-affairs-funds-council-supports-provisional-agreements-on-the-main-elements-for-funding-migration-border-and-security-policies/
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6690-2021-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2021/06/14/home-affairs-funds-council-adopts-18-billion-funds-for-2021-2027/
http://www.redmapl3.europarl.europa.eu/RedmapFront/media/reds_iCmOj/LIBE-OJ-2021-06-28-1/LIBE-OJ-2021-06-28-1_en.pdf
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0249(COD)&l=en

	European Commission proposal
	European Parliament position

