
END THE CAGE AGE
CAMPAIGNING ONLINE

The European Citizens’ Initiative to end caged farming 



Compassion in World 

Farming was founded 

in 1967



Subject matter: Hundreds of millions of EU farm 
animals are kept in cages for most of their lives, 
causing great suffering. We call on the European 
Commission to end this inhumane treatment of 
farm animals. 

Main objectives: Cages inflict suffering on 
enormous numbers of farm animals every year. They 
are cruel and unnecessary, as higher-welfare cage-
free systems are viable.

The Commission is therefore invited to proposed 
legislation to prohibit the use of:
• cages for farmed rabbits, pullets, broiler 

breeders, layer breeders, quail, ducks and 
geese and enriched cages for laying hens;

• farrowing crates for sows;
• sow stalls, where not already prohibited
• enclosed calf pens, where not already 

prohibited

The ‘End the Cage Age’ ECI



In the EU, over   
360 million 
animals spend 
all, or a significant 
part, of their lives 
imprisoned in 
cages.

Animals currently farmed in the EU



Bans for cages for:

• ‘Enriched’ cages for hens : 
Luxembourg; Austria (2020) 
& Germany (2025)

• Cages for rabbit\s : Austria 
(meat rabbits), Belgium 
(2025), Netherlands (barren 
cages) and Germany (barren 
cages, 2024)

• Sow stalls : Sweden & the 
UK

• Farrowing crates : Sweden

Best performers in the EU



11 September 2018:
started

11 September 2019:
closed

Over 1,6 million 
s ignatures

Surpassed the 
minimum signatures in 
21 countries

We are at the last leg of 
the validation process  
and will be submitting 
the certificates to the 
COM in autumn

ECI record – 21 qualified countries



Planning: For 1-2
years  prior to 
the ECI, we 
thought through 
the process  & 
geared up for it

What we did



170+ NGOs: 
animal welfare & 
environmental groups

We built a network of NGOs



Websites Social media

We built digital presence



We created paper materials



Country Target 1 million Target 2 million

Austria 15,000 25000

Belgium 15,000 25000

Bulgaria 12,000 25000

Croatia 9000 15000

Cyprus 4500 10000

Czech 

Republic

20,000 50000

Denmark 10,000 25000

Estonia 4500 15000

Finland 10,000 25000

France 150,000 250000 / 300000

Germany 300,000 500000 / 400000

Greece 15,000 35000

Hungary 15,000 35000

Ireland 10,000 30000

Italy 150,000 225000 / 375000

Latvia 6000 10000

Lithuania 8000 15000

Luxembourg 4500 10000

Malta 4500 10000

Netherlands 80,000 225000

Poland 40,000 140000

Portugal 15,000 35000

Romania 25,000 40000

Slovakia 9000 25000

Slovenia 6000 20000

Spain 80,000 150000

Sweden 15,000 30000

Total 1,033,000 2,000,000

We set targets



Sept 2018 ECI ask approved by Commission

Sept 2018 – Oct 2018 Launch of ECI at European Parliament and public launch events in certain 
countries

Sept 2018 – Sept 2019 Signature collection publicity events and stunts

Sept – Oct 2019 High profile event to mark end of signature collection 12 months after 
launch

We set milestones



Network co-ordination

We coordinated 
the Network 
through 
newsletters , 
v irtual calls  and
frequent 
communication



Launch events



Launch events



The Network’s street actions



The Network on social media



The Network on social media



The Network on social media



The Network on social media



The Network on social media



The Network on social media



Celebrities’ support on social media

https://e-activist.com/ea-action/enclick?ea.url.id=3769187&ea.campaigner.email=kL1FHr3VwzrKO7PE1wlNDTpjCB38cQ5XLz2v87znZ3w=&ea.campaigner.id=o%2F5%2BZglsZImBKFlzN0740Q==&ea_broadcast_target_id=0


E-mails



The Network’s websites



Newspaper ads



On-going digital content creation



In Brussels: MEP working group

Tilly Metz 
(Greens/EFA, LU)

Eleonora Evi
Co-Chair  (NI, IT)

Marisa Matias 
(GUE/NGL, PT)

Maria Noichl
(S&D, DE)

Sirpa Pietikäinen
(EPP, FI)

Jiří Pospíšil
(EPP, CZ)

Michèle Rivasi
(Greens/EFA, FR)

Stelios Kouloglou
(GUE/NGL, GR)

Fabio Castaldo 
(NI, IT)

Anja Hazekamp
Co-Chair (NL, GUE)

Klaus Buchner
(Greens/EFA, DE)

+++

Francisco Guerreiro
(Greens/EFA, PT)

Sylvia Spurek
(S&D, PL)

Martin Hojsik
(Renew, SK)

Manuel Bompard
(GUE/NGL, FR)

Martin Buschmann 
(GUE/NGL, DE)

Marie Toussaint 
(Greens/EFA, FR)

Catherine Rowett
(Greens/EFA, UK)

Mario Furore
(NI, IT)



Actions by the cage-free WG



Recent advocacy



We smashed the targets!

Over 1,6 million signatures 

21 countries  qualified 

(Validation of signatures is on-going)



Then we celebrated!



Next steps

• We continue working 
with the EU 
institutions to ensure 
they act upon the 
citizens’ expectations

• Together with our 
network of over 170 
NGOs, we are working 
at Member State 
level to ensure support



We informed EU Commissioner Kyriakides



Important to record progress:
Recent US actions on cages

California, Washington, 
Oregon, Massachusetts and 
Michigan banned cages for egg-
laying hens & the sale of 
products that don’t meet the 
state’s new requirements (in 
effect 2022, 2022, 2023 & 2025 
respectively).

20% of all US hens are now 
cage-free (vs 5% six years ago).

MA

CAOR MI



The Committee of 
the Regions issued 
an Opinion on the 
Common 
Agricultural Policy, 
supporting the 
phasing out of 
caged farming.

Committee of the Regions supports 
a phase out of cages



EFSA, the EU Food Safety 
Agency, has issued three 
scientific opinions on rabbit 
farming.

It concludes that conventional 
farming systems are worse 
than alternatives , and rates 
organic farming as the best 
system available.

2020 EFSA report on rabbits



Working together with companies

• We are working together 
with progressive businesses 
to showcase that change is 
possible!

• Many progressive farmers
have already gone cage-free.

• An increasing number of 
brands & retailers do not 
sell or have committed to 
phase out products from 
caged farm animals.



EU Commission’s response to successful ECIs

EU citizens
expect that the 
EU Commission 
will deliver a 
legis lative 
proposal 
following 
successful ECIs.



Thank you!






