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Agenda 

1. How much do you know about the European 
Citizens’ Initiative?  

 Pascal Herry, Team Leader, European 
Commission  

2. An organiser’s perspective: what does it take to 
build a successful European Citizens’ Initiative?   

 Tassos Papachristou and Timothée Galvaire, 
“Ending the aviation fuel tax exemption in 
Europe” initiative organisers 

3. Interactive Q&A session 
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House-keeping rules 

 Please mute yourself and turn your camera 
off 

 We recommend switching to « Active 
speaker view »  

 Be present 

 Speak with intention 

 Listen with intention 

 Enjoy! 
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The European Citizens’ Initiative  

Slido.com      
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The European Citizens’ Initiative is a 
participatory democracy tool that allows 
citizens to suggest concrete legal changes in 
any field where the European Commission has 
power to propose legislation.  

“ 



#EUTakeTheInitiative 
europa.eu/citizens-initiative 

TAKE  
THE INITIATIVE 
European Citizens' Initiative 



#EUTakeTheInitiative 
europa.eu/citizens-initiative 

TAKE  
THE INITIATIVE 
European Citizens' Initiative 

 
 
The European Citizens’ Initiative  
| 6 steps to success |  
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Step 1: Getting started 
 

 7 EU citizens old enough to vote in 
EP elections living in at least 
7 different EU Member States 

 A legal entity to manage the 
initiative can be set up 

 Available assistance and 
information: online collaborative 
platform,  
national contact points 
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Step 2: Registering an initiative 
 

 Organisers create a dedicated  account, 
including the details of the initiative and 
ask the Commission to register it 

 The Commission checks the legal basis 
of the request and decides whether to 
register or not (usually takes 2 months) 

 Organisers may revise their proposal (+ 
2 months) 

 Information published on the ECI site 
and translated in all EU languages 
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Step 3: Collecting statements of 
support 
 

 Organisers have 12 months  
to collect 1 million statements  
of support (on paper or online) 

 Minimum number in at least seven Member 
States  

 Flexible start date within 6 months of 
registration 

 All EU citizens old enough to vote in EP 
elections can take part regardless of their place 
of residence (possibility to lower the age to 16) 

 Central online collection system  
provided by the EC for free 
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Step 4: Verifying statements of 
support 
 

 National authorities from the countries 
concerned verify   
the validity of statements of support  

 Deadlines:  

 Organisers: 3 months from the end 
of collection period 

 National authorities: 3 months  
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Step 5: Submitting the initiative 
 

 Online via the organiser account  

 Deadline of 3 months after the end 
of the verification stage to submit a 
valid initiative  
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Step 6: Replying to an initiative 
 

 Organisers present their initiative: 

 meeting at the EC  

 hearing in the EP  

 EP – debate in plenary and possible 
resolution 

 EC - official response on actions to take, 
if any (6 months) 

 If a law is proposed – steps for EU law-
making apply (consultation, impact 
assessment, interinstitutional 
negotiations etc.) 
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Facts & figures | 
Overview since 2012 

74 
initiatives 
registered 

5 
successful 
initiatives 

requests 
submitted 

97 

 ± 13M 
EU citizens supported 

an initiative since 2012 

¾ 
Initiatives subject 

to follow-up 
action 
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Successful initiatives 

 

 Right2Water 

 Ban Glyphosate 

 Stop Vivisection 

 One of us 

 Minority Safepack  
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Right2Water 
 

 Registered on 10 May 2012 

 The first European Citizens’ Initiative that 
succeeded in collecting 1 million signatures 

 Objective: ensure and provide all citizens 
with sufficient clean drinking water and 
sanitation 
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Ongoing initiatives 
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Find out more 
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Find out more 

 ECI guide 

 ECI website  

 europa.eu/citizens-initiative 

 ECI Forum 

 europa.eu/citizens-initiative-forum 

 Subscribe to newsletter 

 

 



Welcome to Fairosene! 
 
Ending the Aviation Fuel Tax 
Exemption in Europe 

By Timothee Galvaire & Tassos Papachristou  



Table of 
Contents  

1. Our Proposal  

2. Why an ECI  

3. Attaining & Retaining Volunteers  

4. Advocacy and Raising Awareness  

5. Lobbying  



Policy Proposal to the 
European Commission 

• Kerosene tax for intra-European 
flights 

• Tax appropriate to distance 
(regressive tax) 

• Proposal reviewed by experts 

 

• Proposal must be easy to 
communicate  

• Always ready to defend  



Why an ECI? 

• Political landscape 
• President Macron sent back the issue to 

the European level. However, back in 
the end of 2018, it poorly discussed in 
European institutions. 

• Access to EU agenda setting 
• Only way for citizens to raise an issue on 

top of the EU and European Commission 
agenda through a binding participatory 
democracy process. 

• Relatively easy to launch  
• free of charge,  
• no particular knowledge or experience 

required 
• assistance provided 



Volunteers – Getting Citizens Involved 



Attaining Volunteers – 
Getting Citizens Involved  

Why? 

• Pan European campaign = volunteers are essential 

• Campaign responsibilities:  

• Social media 

• Events 

• Advocacy  

 

How? 

• Channels: Word of mouth, University arenas, ECAS 
Forum, climate marches… 

• Pitch your Campaign  

• Communicate your strategy & expectations 

• Advocacy 

 



Retaining Volunteers – Getting Citizens Involved 

Clearly 
communicate 
your 
expectations 

01 
Outline 
responsibilities 
and tasks  

02 
Make sure 
everyone works 
in their element  

03 
Ensure friendly 
work-
environment  

04 
Try to 
compensate by 
showing the 
added value  

05 



Advocacy – Raising Awareness – Building 
Partnerships 

• 7 students for 1 Million 
signatures 

• Continuous relationship with 
(European-wide) 
environmental NGOs 

• Access to newsletters & 
sharing petition 

• Presentation before the 
Green 10 

 



Lobbying  

• Demo in front of the European Parliament 

• Presentation before the EESC, Committee of the Regions, 
European Parliament 

• Open letter to new European Commission and MEPs 

• Meeting with MEPs, European political parties and 
European Commission President 

• Petition submitted in the European Parliament 
Committee on Petitions (PETI) 

• Attended the intergovernmental conference on Carbon 
pricing and aviation tax (Aviatax, the Hague)  

 

• => Citizen Lobbyist of the Year Award :D 



Thank you for your attention! 
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Q&A session  

Slido.com      
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Thank you!  

European Citizens’ 
Initiative  

#EUTakeTheInitiative 
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