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The EU and its Member States combined have the largest Exclusive Economic Zone in the world […]With our 
updated International Ocean Governance Agenda, we aim to further strengthen our role as a driving force 
and credible partner on ocean governance at multilateral, regional and bilateral level.
Josep Borrell Fontelles, High Representative/Vice-President for A Stronger Europe in the World

The EU will act to halt and reverse the loss of marine biodiversity, fight climate change and marine 
pollution for a healthy ocean, protect the seabed from harmful practices, ensure a sustainable blue 
economy and a level playing field, and build up ocean knowledge.
Virginijus Sinkevičius, European Commissioner for the Environment, Oceans and Fisheries

The EU wants to take an even more active role in international ocean 
governance (IOG) by:
• strengthening the IOG framework at global, regional and bilateral levels; 

• realising ocean sustainability by 2030; 

• making the ocean a safe and secure space responding to growing challenges to the rules-based multilateral 
order;

• building up international ocean knowledge for evidence-based decision-making to protect and sustainably 
manage the ocean.

The EU will:

Halt and reverse the loss of marine biodiversity
• In line with the UN 2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

reach an ambitious Global Biodiversity Framework to achieve 30% of Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs) by 2030 in line with the 30% protection goal by 2030 

• Through the High Ambition Coalition and diplomatic efforts push for an international 
agreement on marine Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ)

• Invest up to €1 billion contributing to ocean and coastal biodiversity and climate, 
including for the high seas

Protect the seabed
• Prohibit deep-sea mining until scientific gaps are properly filled, no harmful effects arise from mining and the 

marine environment is effectively protected

• Regulate the use of fishing gear that are most harmful to biodiversity

https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/sustainable-development-goals_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0380&from=EN


Ensure sustainable fisheries
• Implement a zero-tolerance approach against Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated 

(IUU) fishing through the IUU Regulation and compliance and effective implementation 
of the FAO Agreement on Port State Measures

• Build on the meaningful global WTO agreement to prohibit certain forms of fisheries 
subsidies

Ensure a level playing field for fair competition
• Promoting the fulfilment of flag States responsibilities by those acting as open registers

• Revise EU marketing standards for fisheries and aquaculture products

Fight climate change for a healthy ocean
• Reach climate neutrality by 2050 in line with the Paris Agreement, through the 

reduction of Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions from maritime activities, decarbonising 
the fishing sector, strengthening the wind and ocean energy sector, and adopting 
nature based solutions

• Preserve the ocean’s blue carbon function

• Ensure an adequate scientific basis, and consideration of risk and impacts before  
advancing with new geoengineering applications for ocean-based carbon dioxide 
removal

Fight marine pollution
• Stop pollution of all kinds, in line with the Plastics Strategy and EU Zero Pollution Action 

Plan, and reach an ambitious legally binding Global Plastic Agreement by 2024

Foster security and safety in the Ocean
• Address challenges to the security of the ocean, invest in EU global presence, and 

strengthen regional partnerships

• Promote ratification and effective implementation of the 2006 International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) Maritime Labour Convention and ILO Work in Fishing Convention No 
188

Build up ocean knowledge
• Ensure a continued commitment to the UN Decade of Ocean Science for 

Sustainable Development 2021-2030

• Encourage creating an intergovernmental science-policy interface for ocean 
sustainability, aiming at establishing an Intergovernmental Panel for Ocean 
Sustainability (IPOS)

• Support ocean knowledge through Horizon Europe funding programme of 
ca.  €350 million a year and allocate ca. €110 million a year of Horizon Europe to 
the European Mission ’Restore our Ocean and Waters by 2030’
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https://ec.europa.eu/oceans-and-fisheries/fisheries/rules/illegal-fishing_en
https://www.fao.org/port-state-measures/background/parties-psma/en/
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/renewable-energy/eu-strategy-offshore-renewable-energy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/research-area/environment/nature-based-solutions/research-policy_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/plastics-strategy_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/zero-pollution-action-plan_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/zero-pollution-action-plan_en
https://en.unesco.org/ocean-decade
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