
Boosting media outreach by  
the European Committee of the Regions 

 
Job description for a Seconded National Expert (SNE) 

 
 
The European Committee of the Regions (CoR) pursues a communication approach based 
on the principle of "reconnecting Europe with its citizens through a focused, two-way 
communication centred on its members". Its communication activities are set around 
communication campaigns, in cooperation with local and regional governments and the EU 
institutions. Outreach in the media is an essential pillar of the communication operation. This 
is achieved through the press team (head of sector + 6 press officers) as well as different 
media partnerships, communication campaigns and an audio-visual team.    
 
With the new Presidency of the Committee, we need to expand our press team to include a 
press officer who fully understands the media environment in Portugal and is capable of 
preparing media materials in Portuguese. This role would also include acting as an interface 
between the main political and communication priorities of the Committee on the one hand 
and the three main communication 'campaigns' on the other. 
 
Our first challenge is to reposition the CoR to be part of the democratic process in Europe, 
not just part of the legislative process of the EU. Second, there is the longer term agenda of 
building resilient communities and in particular the "Green deal going local" initiative to 
engage the CoR Members and the million local and regional politicians beyond. Finally, 
"cohesion as a fundamental value" in Europe is all the more important given the ambitions for 
an alliance for the reconstruction of Ukraine once Russia's war of aggression is over.   
 
An added value of an SNE in this work would be based in particular on: 
 

 Ensuring the closest possible match between the President's political priorities and 
the CoR communication priorities  
 

 Enabling the smoothest possible preparation of media materials in the name of the 
President, adapted to the local, regional and national media in Portugal 
 

 Evaluating the output in media, social media and other activities involving the 
President so as to ensure the most effective and cost-efficient outreach.   

 
 
SNE would be directly attached to the press team and work under the supervision of the 
head of sector. 
 
 
 



 

 

Duties 

 
 

 

Tasks  

 

 

Drawing up media releases 
for the Portuguese press 

 Preparation of weekly plans for communication involving 
the President's media activities; 

 Contribute to the involvement of Councillors in the 
consultative work of the CoR. 

 Collect key data and draw up briefings, concept notes 
and speeches as required. 
 

Coordination of messages 
for the President from the 3 
communication campaigns 
 

 Prepare online content relating to the President's 
position on CoR political priorities as well as the 
communication campaigns on bringing Europe closer to 
citizens, building resilient communities and Cohesion, 
our fundamental value. 

 Establish, plan and coordinate with the campaigns 
messages  democracy, green deal, Ukraine...  

 Coordinate and follow-up with internal services and 
external partners and providers. 
 

Cooperation across other 
communication activities 
including follow-up to 
CoFoE outreach to 
politicians, events etc 

 Prepare for the President's input to communication in 
relation to taking forward the CoFoE proposals on 
democracy including a permanent dialogue mechanism; 

 Prepare input for the President's messages to Members, 
beyond the Members to Young Elected Politicians and 
EU Councillors; 

 Prepare input for the President's interaction with former 
Members, with the EU and national associations and 
with the million politicians beyond; 

 Prepare input for the President's interventions in 
Members' CoFoE Talks, digital local events, 'best 
practice' dialogues and other deliberative events. 
 

Contribute to evaluation 
and reporting  

 Contributing to measuring and evaluating the CoR 
media outreach in Portugal and outreach in the 
lusophone social media 

 Contributing to honing and adapting the President's 
media and social media activities based on this 
evidence.  
 

 


